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My first year in the hot seat and another busy year for the 
MRA in the Monnow valley with significant progress made 
once again on the road to effective eradication of Himalayan 
Balsam and Mink throughout the catchment. My personal 
thanks to all involved for their time and commitment 
contributed throughout the year, your support enables the 
MRA to punch above its weight in our nationally-recognised, 
pioneering Going Native project. We still have some way to 
go to reach our aim and we will need on-going vigilance to 
maintain the clean catchment once achieved.

Robert Denny, the MRA`s Project Officer, has penned a more 

detailed article on the progress made but one thing that has 

caused a good deal of discussion within the committee is how 

to make all the good work sustainable in the future. Funding in 

the current financial climate is ever more difficult to obtain and 

whilst we have had some success in accruing funds, ultimately we 

need more contributions from those directly involved within the 

Monnow catchment. Land owners, riparian owners, fishing clubs 

and syndicates all have a part to play in ensuring the deposit of 

funds and labour into the Monnow and her tributaries already 

made develop into an investment for future generations.

As an example, Tregate Anglers and Garway Flyfishers have both 

been generous in their support of the MRA, knowing full well that 

the financial contribution they have made isn`t necessarily all going 

to be spent on their beats. Both are forward-thinking enough 

though to recognise that if the catchment is improved as a whole 

then they will ultimately benefit from improved habitat, accesses 
and fish recruitment. Thank you to both clubs and to others that 
already donate to the MRA, we need more of this! Please consider 
if you are a stakeholder in the Monnow how you could support 
our work.

In other news we welcomed David Evans onto the committee 
as Education Development Officer. David is a recently retired 
Headmaster with vast experience in the education sector who 
lives on the banks of the Monnow. He is currently developing an 
education programme and links with interested schools within 
the catchment in the hope of enthusing future custodians and 
ambassadors of the Monnow valley. 

Thank you also to all who supported our annual on-line auction and 
fly fishing social earlier in the year. Both were a fabulous success 
with plans already underway for running the same next year. 

Social media now plays a major part in the way in which the MRA 
shares information and news of what we are up to. We welcome 
followers and input on both Facebook (Monnow Rivers) and 
Twitter (@ MonnowRivers). If you have seen  
or done something of note or have something 
interesting planned within the valley then  
post and tweet away to share with all of  
our other followers.

Neil Marfell

Autumn 2013	 www.monnow.org

To contact The Monnow Rivers Association please send your correspondence in writing to:  
MRA Secretary, Llawafon Cottage, Dorstone, Herefordshire HR3 6AT or by Email via our website www.monnow.org

Neil’s Appeal – Straight from the Chair



PROJECTS
UPDATE

Going Native: It is fair to say that we 
have nearly won the war against 
Himalayan Balsam (HB) but the final 
battle will be long and drawn out.  
As I write (in early September) HB is 
still appearing tauntingly through the 
undergrowth even after 3 visits to 
sites in their second year of treatment. 
We will revisit all sites at least once 
more. There will be practically none 
next year. We know this because this  
is what we have done for the last 5 
years and the results have been the 
same. But new sites keep being 
discovered and a few difficult places 
flare up, resetting the clock for  
final elimination. 

What we can say for sure is that barring 
one farm, near the bottom of the 
Monnow, all 75kms of affected river and 
tributary banks have been treated for at 
least 2 years and that next year we will 
have achieved effective control along the 
whole river and effective eradication on 
most of that length. Grinding out the 
final victory will take 3 or 4 more years 
and a great deal of volunteer time and 
effort to achieve it. Unfortunately the 
level of volunteer assistance has dropped 
dramatically this year, especially amongst 
those who have most to gain, anglers 
and fishery owners. To those exceptions, 

who dutifully balsam bash their beats 

and turn out from as far afield as London 

– THANK YOU! Likewise to our team 

of hard pressed contractors, lead by 

George Woodward, who continue (mostly 

cheerfully) to take up the slack and do 

such a good job.

And so to another group of volunteers 

we all owe a big thank you to; our mink 

raft monitors, ably coordinated by Nick 

Longman. We now have nearly 60 rafts 

monitored on the original catchment, left 

mink free at the end of the Game and 

Wildlife Conservation Trust’s project in 

2010, when there were 100 monitored 

rafts. The result is that we can be 

confident that any mink that do come 

into our catchment are quickly detected 

and dispatched.

This has meant that the water voles on 

the Dore were free to get on with what 

they do best; breeding, when the floods 

of 2012 allowed, which was not often 

by the evidence of this year’s vole survey. 

Hopefully this year’s stable river conditions 

will have been better for them. Despite this 

we have had vole sightings from around 

the catchment, even at Cloddock, on the 

upper Monnow.

We have successfully obtained a small 

grant of £3000 from the Brecon Beacons 

Trust to assist us with mink and HB 

control on the Honddu and hillsides above 

Llanthony. Where it all started is where we 

will finish it!

Our work eradicating HB and keeping the 

catchment mink free is attracting national 

interest and has enabled us to source 

funding for 2 related projects; eradicating 

mink and HB from the neighbouring 

Garren and Gamber and extending the 

mink control work down the remainder 

of the lower Monnow and onto the Wye, 

which, along with 7km of river fencing on 

the Monnow and habitat work will enable 

our voles to migrate onto the Wye and 

join up with a colony at Llandogo. These 

projects are funded by Natural England 

and the River Wye Preservation Trust for 

the Wye Valley Project and Sita Trust, 

Wye Valley AONB and Environment Agency 

for Water Voles on the Wye. Together 

they will open up more than 90Kms of 

river and stream to Water voles. 

More importantly, the extension of our 

work onto neighbouring catchments will 

create a much needed buffer from mink 

and HB so further safeguarding our voles. 

If successful our catchment and work 

could become a shining beacon for the 

restoration of water vole populations.

Robert Denny, Projects Officer



A potentially major threat to the Monnow 

valley as a fishery is a bill that the Welsh 

Assembly are proposing, allowing open 

access to land and water. The impact on 

the value and quality of fishing (it affects 

shoots as well) in the catchment would be 

significant if numbers of canoeists, who 

contribute nothing to maintenance, were 

to be allowed open access. I urge you all to 

visit this link: http://www.salmonriverdata.

co.uk/PDF/CABuilth%20Meeting.pdf 

where letter templates are available that 
can be suitably modified and sent to the 
relevant parties. The Countryside Alliance 
amongst others are lobbying the cause for 
the angling and shooting communities so a 
visit to their website for the latest updates 
is worthwhile.

A comprehensive list (with links) of all 
discussions and correspondence on the 
subject can be found at 

www.fisheries.org.uk

A Right to Paddle?

Natural Resources Wales 
is the name of the organisation now 
responsible for the work carried out 
by the three former organisations, 
the Countryside Council for Wales, 
Environment Agency (Wales) and Forestry 
Commission Wales. It is also responsible 
for some functions previously undertaken 
by Welsh Government.

“Our purpose is to ensure that the 
natural resources of Wales are sustainably 
maintained, used and enhanced, now and 
in the future.”

“We work to maintain and improve the 
quality of the environment for everyone.”

The emergency hotline (to report any 
pollution incident or any illegal activity 
seen on the river) remains the same –  
0800 807060

“We work to maintain and improve the 
quality of the environment for everyone”



Standing Order Mandate
To The Manager

Bank Name:

Bank Address:

Bank Account Number:

Bank Sort Code:

Please Pay

Payee Bank Name: Lloyds TSB Bank plc

Payee Account Name: MONNOW RIVERS ASSOCIATION

Payee Sort Code: 30–00–03

Payee Account Number: 02433069

Payment Amount: £15.00 (adult)  £100.00 (sponsor)  £1.00 (junior)  *Delete as appropriate

Date of First Payment: Frequency:

Reference:

Your details

Name:

Address:

Signature: Print name:

This form should be completed and forwarded to: 
MRA Membership Sec., 54 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0LX

■■ A total of 1408 fish used the Osbaston 
Vaki fish pass in 2012/13 period.

■■ A total of 1008 fish upstream and  
400 downstream.

■■ 99.1% (1395) of these were less  
than 55cm in length and unlikely  
to be salmon. 

■■ A total of 13 fish were greater than 
55cm and therefore assumed to  
be salmon.

■■ 100% (13) of fish greater than  
55cm passed upstream.

■■ 71.6% of all fish that used the pass  
were going upstream.

The majority of fish recorded using the 
pass, were below the 55cm cut off. These 
targets are assumed to be brown trout. 
All camera images prior to mid July were 

brown trout with no evidence of coarse 
fish, although as with previous years the 
possibility of coarse fish using the pass 
cannot be ruled out.  

Osbaston fish pass has now been 
operational since 2008. In that time a total 
of 2071 fish have been recorded through 
the pass. 1394 fish upstream and 677 
downstream. Of these a total of 60 fish 
greater than the 55cm cut off have been 
recorded. 55 upstream and 5 downstream. 
These are assumed to be salmon. 

“We know they are successfully recruiting 
upstream and in similar circumstances 
elsewhere stock numbers typically take 2 to 
3 generations or so to amplify. That means 
we could expect increased numbers from 
about 2017. Kentchurch weir removal will 
also have a big effect.”

Peter Gough, Natural Resources Wales

83cm Salmon recorded 
using the Vaki river 
watcher on 16/10/2012 - 
adipose fin clearly present.

New Visitors
Kicking out Pollution: 
The Riverfly 
Monitoring Initiative
Earlier this year, I attended a 
workshop run by the Riverfly 
Partnership at Cwmyoy village 
hall. My place, and that of another 
volunteer on this occasion, were 
kindly paid for by the Wye and  
Usk Foundation.

The purpose of these courses is to 
train individuals to carry out a simple 3 
minute kick sampling procedure once 
a month at selected locations on local 
rivers in order to record the number 
and variety of fly life present. 

All results are passed to the 
Environment Agency who accept 
a trained person’s findings and will 
carry out further investigations where 
recorded fly levels fall below a certain 
level – a trigger point for action by the 
statutory agency to assess whether 
there is or has been a pollution 
incident in the river. This sampling 
is, therefore, vital for the health of a 
river as it supports the work of the EA 
in terms of providing them with an 
early warning of problems that has 
resulted in a number of successful 
prosecutions by the EA for pollution.

The MRA intend to pay for a further 
Riverfly Partnership course as we 
want to extend sampling across the 
catchment; we already have 6 potential 
volunteers and need another 6 in order 
to put together a course. We are also 
looking for a coordinator to act as a 
contact point between the EA and 
the monitoring group. No specialist 
knowledge is required – you will be 
trained on the course.

If you might be interested in either 
role, please email Neil Marfell, 
lounei@tiscali.co.uk 

For further background information: 
www.riverflies.org

Nick Longman


