
 

News from the Monnow Catchment – 2022 Season 

INNS – the battles continue . . . 
 

 
Giant hogweed shown beside the more benign 

Common hogweed 

 

 
We missed one! Ensuring more work for 2023 

HB: The dry summer, despite not being ideal for fish nor fishermen, allowed for a pretty thorough 

treatment of the catchment for Himalayan balsam. We covered most stretches 4 times in the season 

and racked up a total of 314 man hours. 

Access for the second year running to the Army Training Camp on the Dore gives us hope that maybe 

we are finally reaching the beginning of the end of the infestation on that tributary.  For one reason or 

another we have not been able to treat this outbreak for several years, which had allowed it to produce 

a huge number of seeds, making life fairly challenging downstream. 

The other outbreak, relatively recently discovered and also threatening the lower waters, was on the 

Escley Brook. This has also been brought under control in 2022.  

We are finally beginning to believe that control of the balsam has effectively been achieved 

throughout the catchment and that eradication may even be possible one day.  

 

GHW: We discovered 58 Giant Hogweed plants on the Dore and one on the main Monnow below 

Skenfrith.  All of these were sprayed with Roundup and those flowering were also beheaded! 

To underline the progress we are making with this dangerous weed, we found 250 plants in 2019. 

Mink 

We currently only have 13 mink rafts deployed in the catchment – 4 on the Monnow, 4 on the Dore, 2 

on the Honddu and 3 on the Olchon.  No mink have been recorded in the year with only signs of rats, 

squirrels and otters showing on the rafts. 

 

Osbaston Fish Pass 

Natural Resources Wales report that a net total of 2 salmon (fish >50cms) have been registered 

ascending the fish pass in 2022, 1 in mid June and one at end August. Historically (certainly last year) 

good numbers of salmon could be seen attempting the impossible passage up the old weir, having 

ignored the fish pass entrance. Perhaps the next high water event will bring some up. Electro fishing 

surveys this year found only 3 juvenile salmon from 7 sites as opposed to 45 from 11 sites in 2021. 

 

Trout numbers up the pass once again peaked in the summer months but each upstream spike was 

matched by a slightly lower downstream movement. A net total of 91 trout was registered with an 

average length of 12”. Most of these were in June/July – might they be seatrout? 



Fish Rescues on the Dore 

On three dates in August the EA electro-fished the river Dore at Peterchurch.   

  

 

The river had almost dried up and dissolved oxygen levels were low. 335 trout, mostly 0+ and 1+ with 

a few larger adults, as well as some eels and lamprey, were released downstream where conditions 

were more favourable.  

“Wearing Polaroids one can see very few fish from the bank top but as soon as you turn on the 

electric fishing equipment reassuringly there they are.”   

There were large volumes of invertebrates under the stones plus plenty of bullhead for trout to feed 

on. The habitat doesn‟t look ideal, algae and silt covering the bed, but the number of young trout was 

encouraging. As a matter of interest the last time a fish rescue was undertaken was in 2017 when 

about 400 fish were relocated from 4 visits. Given the apparent decline in habitat and water quality it 

is both remarkable and encouraging that the trout population has apparently held up so well. 

 

WUF Electro-fishing 5 Minute Timed Survey Data 

The research undertaken by the Wye & Usk Foundation over the last 7 years paints a very gloomy 

picture, confirming perhaps what many of us anglers have long suspected. We now urgently need to 

establish the cause(s) of this decline and investigate solution(s). 

 

 



White-claws  

Some good news. 

The red tape required to stock our native White-claw crayfish is the same as that for releasing wolves 

into the wild! While you are considering that fact, remind yourself of the effects of Covid on 

everything governmental and you‟ll begin to appreciate why the long awaited stocking of the now 

adult White-claws from National Resources Wales‟ hatchery was delayed until last autumn. Finally 

the great day dawned and several hundred were carefully released into one of our highest small stream 

tributaries. Subsequent revisits have shown that they are doing well a year on. 

 
White-clawed crayfish at a distinct disadvantage, but in good hands. 

And some bad news. 

The Escley Brook has been, for many years, a stronghold for White-claws, so much so that it was the 

donor site for NRW‟s hatchery project. Therefore it was all the more shocking to hear that the dreaded 

crayfish plague had struck large areas of the Escley and, as usual, there were no survivors in the 

affected areas. The search for surviving pockets widened until a reasonable population was eventually 

found on an upper tributary.  

Our native crayfish hangs on by a thread in our catchment and that success is in no small part due to 

the good work of patient and talented individuals like Oliver Brown of NRW. 

 

Woody Debris 

 

A classic example of how a simply hinged 

branch can, after only a single season, make a 

difference. The branch has slowed the flow of 

spates and caused suspended silt to be 

deposited in its lee, in effect creating new 

bank, deflecting the current and narrowing the 

stream.  

A lesson for any volunteer working on the 

river – if in doubt, leave it in!!!



Open Dore Project 

The series of weirs below Peterchurch on the Dore have finally been reduced and the stream is already 

starting to flow more naturally, with substrates/gravels being sorted and access for fish eased. 

 

 
 

 
 

Free passage in our potentially primary spawning tributary is now only hindered by the bridge weir at 

Vowchurch, which sadly, as a listed structure, is unlikely to be addressed in the near future. A fish 

ladder would of course be a perfectly achievable option. 

 

 
 



Rendezvous – end of season observations. 

Two weeks ago in the second week of September I practically fell into the river. Now I may be 

getting on a bit but I‟m still in good health and good on my pins. Granted it was early in the morning, 

but not of the „night before‟ variety. No, the cause of my near unwanted swim was entirely different. 

It was the remarkable discovery, to the week, of a phenomenon that I‟d first witnessed the year 

before. To the exact week in spite of the vagaries of weather in a year of drought, in exactly the same 

spot as the year before, I was gazing in awe at a pod of fish. Every single one of them was in the 16-

18 inch bracket and they were shoaled up waiting to move up the river like salmon. 

They were sat in a scrape in the braid water in a manner that you never see Monnow trout exhibit. 

They were out in open water in broad daylight, as vulnerable as possible, moving as one, unperturbed 

by my shadow, holding and waiting. Holding and waiting. Not discernibly feeding, not breaking off 

and heading for cover but holding and waiting. I came back the next day, as I always do.  

 
Nine Good Trout - Holding and Waiting 

 

For the last two years I‟ve been lucky enough to have permanently moved home to the borders and 

„my river. Twice daily when checking the stock I walk her banks and have started to become 

completely attuned her rhythm and beat. I know pretty much all of the fish holding spots, and how 

they change through the year. I know most of their inhabitants, and have become so familiar that the 

desire to fish disappears before spring is done. 

  

This year the drought has brutalized her as never before; so little water that all the undercuts and 

hideouts have gone.  The river is relatively lifeless in March before exploding into life through May 

and June and gradually shrinking back to a challenge for any trout to survive by mid-summer. I see 

my friends forced together into pools and I see their numbers reduced by cormorants, goosanders, 

otters, mink and Metrhyris vulgaris as they have nowhere left to hide. This year it would be plain 

suicide for any fish to show itself in daylight. 

And yet, there was the pod. Same time as last year, same place. As if out of nowhere they have 

appeared. And the next day they were gone. I searched upstream in all the known haunts but not a 

sign of them in the mile or more that I covered. Next day another pod was there. Fewer, at maybe six, 

but even larger, at over 18 inches. All the same size. Holding and waiting. Next day they were gone. 

 

 



The following day a pod of maybe 15 or more fish of 12-14 inches were in residence. Holding and 

waiting. Next day they were gone. And so on. For two weeks! Every other day for two weeks in the 

same few yards of the river there was a pod of fish, gathered together by class size, holding and 

waiting. Not feeding nor fleeing, just waiting. Waiting to head on up the river to goodness knows 

where! The next day they are gone. Gone on their mission so far up the river that I can‟t follow them 

or find them! It has been the same for the last two years and I suspect for every year previously.   

For weeks there hasn‟t been a sign of a fish in the daylight, and the only chance of seeing them is at 

last light in the big holding pools. Then, out of nowhere in the second week of September they turn up 

on a mission. Pod after pod. Never waiting to form one big group, or mixing class sizes. The same 

rhythm, for the same two weeks solid two years running. Rest in the same place. Gone the next day. 

Never a lone ranger, and never a mixed size group. 

 

I can‟t find them all the way down to the bridge and I can‟t find them all the way up to the woods at 

the top of our water. The only sign of life is in this one small patch of river where they hold.  Hold 

and wait. And then go!  

Where do they form up downstream to make this remarkable journey?  How long ago have they 

formed up? Why are they in year class sizes and not mixed groups?  Why actually are they in groups 

at all? Where are they going upstream?  How many miles do they cover in a day? How many reach 

whatever their destination is? Do they all come back together? At the same time? To the same place? 

I haven‟t the skills, nor knowledge, nor experience to know the answers to these questions. I do know 

that it‟s a simply remarkable phenomenon and that in spite of the challenges that our beloved trout are 

facing they are still surviving, if not thriving, following that spawning urge and flipping a fin to our 

changing world! Anyone want to put a fiver on whether they will be there again next year? 

Ed: Could it be that we are ‘enjoying’ a run of sea trout? The records from the fish pass at Osbaston 

have consistently shown upstream runs of trout in June and July. I’ve never heard of an angler 

claiming to have caught a sea trout from the Monnow above Monmouth. We need to get some scales 

from some of these fish and have them analysed. 

 

 

 



State of the Streams 
     

     

 

 

 
Middle Monnow – mid August 

 

 

 

 
Middle Dore – mid July

 
Upper/Middle Monnow – mid July 

 

 

 
Upper Dore – end June 

 

 

 
Escley Brook – mid July 

 

 

 

 
Upper/Middle Monnow – early September 

 

 

CATCH ’22 – Fewer Visits, Fewer Fish 



 

2021-2022 Accounts 

ACCOUNTS  
       for the year: 1 July 2021 - 30 June 2022  

   

    

      

 INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT  
   

    
2021/22 

 

    
 £   £  

  INCOME  

       Subscriptions  

    

670  

  Sponsorship  

    

120  

  Owner Donations  

    

3,000  (3) 

 "Unrestricted" Grants/Donations  

   

0  

 
        Fundraising  

      

   

 Social 2022  3,704.00  

  

   

 Auction 2022  3,479.33  

  
       

 

 

 

 Total Fundraising  

 

7,183  

 

       

   
 TOTAL INCOME  

 

        

10,973  

 

        LESS: EXPENSES  

       Admin  

   

0.00 

   Marketing & Comms  

   

0.00 

   Event Costs (inc Social)  

  

2,168.46 

   Materials & Equip't  

  

 see equipment list  0.00 

   Membership & Licenses (insurance)  

 

0.00 

   Website  

   

388.37 web host 

  Bank Charges  

   

0.00 

  

 

    

          

2,557  

 

        Independent Project Works  

      Going Native (to date £183,022) 
  

5,711  

  
       

     

5,711  

 

        Net surplus for the year  

   
2,705  

 

        BALANCE SHEET  
      at 30 June 2022  

      

    
2021/22 

  Current assets  

       Bank deposit 

accounts  

   

                5  

   Bank current 

accounts  

   

       13,665  

  

 Net current assets  

    

        

13,670  

 

        Represented by:  

       General Fund  

       At 1st July  

   

       10,964  

   Surplus for year  

   

2,705  

  

 At 30 June  

    

        

13,670  

  
We are always glad to receive offers of lots to sell in our spring fund-raising auction.  It‟s amazing what sells and the funds 

raised are really vital in enabling us to continue to keep the catchment free of mink and invasive weeds, so use your 

imagination and think of something you (& your friends!) could donate to our cause.                     

Please get in touch at info@monnow.org 

Donations can be made directly to our bank.      Monnow Rivers Association  Sort Code: 30-00-03     Account: 02433069 

Back issues the Monnow Monitor or Newsletter (2010 to 2022) can be found at www.monnow.org/newsletters/ 

mailto:info@monnow.org
http://www.monnow.org/newsletters/

