MONNOW

RIVERS ASSOCIATION

News from the Monnow Catchment — 2023 Season

The Weed Report
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u Missed Some!!
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HB: Relatively clement weather, familiarity with the routes and improved access allowed us to cover
the entire catchment no less than four times this season. We were out on 39 days between July and
September, walking for a total of 315 hours. There is certainly a further overall reduction in the
number of plants year on year but unfortunately every missed plant can mean many more the
following year. On the assumption that we treat 90% of plants each pass, we should eventually win
the war!

GHW: We discovered 17 Giant Hogweed plants on the Dore between Dorstone and Abbey Dore, 15

in the army camp above Pontrilas and one on the main Monnow. All of these were small first year
plants and were sprayed with Roundup. No flowering plants were found.

WUE Electro-fishing 5 Minute Timed Survey Data

The Wye & Usk Foundation performed their usual surveys of various riffles in the catchment. The
basic figures at the moment are 4 trout fry and 2 trout parr at Pwllywern footbridge on the Honddu. 3
adult trout at Oldcastle. 1 trout fry, 2 trout parr and one adult trout at Longtown on the Olchon brook.
Nothing at a site just downstream of Llangua. 1 adult trout at Lower grounds. Nothing at Tregate.

No juvenile salmon were found this year.

It’s important to remember that surveys were carried out on riffles so provide no insight on adult
numbers as they primarily live in the pools. However, riffles are the primary habitat of juveniles and
these numbers are pretty low, particularly on the mainstem of the Monnow.



Osbaston Fish Pass

Natural Resources Wales report that this year (up to mid Oct) there has been a net upstream
movement of 9 fish over 50cm (the suggested cut off for salmon), including a fish of 88cms, which
ran up the pass in June. Only 4 supposed salmon ascended in 2022. Historically November and
December are the best months to register salmon running the Monnow although more than half of the
salmon for 2023 moved in June.
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The overall net upstream movement of smaller fish (under 50cms) was 147 fish; the average size was

31cms and most moved through the pass in June.
Previous camera evidence suggests that most of these smaller fish are likely to be brown trout.
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Mink

Two years have passed since any mink have
been reported to me by volunteers on the
catchment. Could this be a sign that their
numbers have really decreased or does it
reflect volunteer activity and indeed a lack of
active volunteers?
I honestly think the former as most volunteers
with mink rafts seem active, interested and still
keen to monitor their rafts. | also still believe
that the reappearance of the otter has
contributed to the decline of the mink as the
apex predator on our rivers. Whilst we still do
not have much evidence of water voles, | have
personally seen more avian wildlife on our
rivers which were previously being predated
by mink. I hope that | am correct and that this
can be seen as a positive result for our
riverside wildlife. The jury is still out on this
assessment.

Nick Longman

White-claws

There are currently 11 rafts being actively
monitored.

A New Mink Raft

Oliver Brown of Natural Resources Wales found he had rather too many juvenile white-clawed
crayfish in the hatchery this autumn and so decided to put out a few more into one of our upland
tributaries in September. While he was there, waiting for the temperature between the water in his
containers and the stream to equalise, he turned over 2 rocks and found a well-grown female under the
second. This must have survived for 2 years from the previous stocking, which is encouraging. He

will check for wild recruitment next year.

Juvenile White-clawed Crayfish.




Water Testing Scheme, River Monnow 2023

Testing on the Monnow is done monthly at the ford upstream of Waterloo Bridge, nr Kentchurch.
Test results are sent to the Angling Trust’s Water Quality Monitoring Network for analysis and
comparison to determine the health of our rivers tested by volunteers and angling associations in
England and Wales. W.Q.M.N. is there to liaise with all concerned organisations but specifically to
build up a nationwide data bank of river condition and then process the information in a scientific
manner. All test results are available on https://five.epicollect.net/project/water-quality-monitoring-
network/data (filter Monnow).

What is provided in the Association’s Volunteer Pack will allow for testing of:

Electrical Conductivity by electrical meter tester - determination if pollution has entered the river.

It will not tell you the pollutant but it will show if the EC is above the average depending on the time
of the year and river condition.

Monnow levels are satisfactory round the 400 to 500 mark. Upstream in the hills this will drop to 60-
80 and a chalk stream can be in the 800-900 range.

Phosphates by reagent and electrical test kit.

There are now directives for phosphate levels (2015 WFD) but they are site and treatment works
specific. The Pontrilas sewage works will discharge both treated and untreated water into the Dulas
which flows into the Dore and then the Monnow, which is why the testing site is downstream of the
works. Raw Sewage Discharge took place 65 times in 2022. Welsh Water indicate that £6.7 million is
ring-fenced for long-overdue updating of pumping capacity, rain water diversion, storage holding
tanks and Phosphate stripping. When completed they will be subject to much tougher control. There is
little evidence for industrial pollution but it should also be noted that apart from farm operations,
pollution is coming from septic tanks along the rivers. Good ecological status is between 0.077 -
0.306 ppm of orthosphosphate (PO4/3-). Our results start at 0.050 early season with the highest
reading in October of 0.355 (since dropped back). We are in the range for good ecological status.

Nitrate by strip test.

There are no ecological status standards for Nitrogen in rivers. The Environment Agency focus on
Phosphates as the main cause of eutrophication. Our tests do not vary and are scored at 2 on the
nitrate strip which is normal for rivers.

Ammonia as measured by reagent and electrical test calorimeter optional test.
Standards for Ammonia in UK rivers are set out in the Water Framework Directive. Good status is
between 0.3-0.6 ppm. All tests have shown 0.00. There is no problem with ammonia.

Other factors.

This summer, during a hot spell with low rainfall, a very small amount of algal bloom
(Cyanobacteria) started to show on the slower stretches or backwaters but this quickly dispersed with
rain and was therefore not judged significant. Roger Morrow


https://five.epicollect.net/project/water-quality-monitoring-network/data
https://five.epicollect.net/project/water-quality-monitoring-network/data

The Vermin Files — Shadowy Snippets from the Archives.

1891 - The Field - C.P. (probably C. Parkinson)

In the Monnow, where the grayling were unknown less than a generation ago, there are now
guantities of this fish. It is a stream evidently suited to the requirements of the species, and they
continue to thrive well along with the trout. Long may they continue to thrive, is our fervent wish.
Although grayling is a guileless fish in comparison with the wily trout, it affords first-rate sport in the
autumn. Whilst a number of subtle arts have to be practised in order to circumvent a trout, patience is
probably the secret of successful grayling fishing.

1898 — Badminton Magazine — C. Parkinson

Familiar to the Monnow during every month from early spring to late autumn, | have often been
struck with the numbers of coarse chub the more sluggish waters contain, especially in backwaters
near to mills and weirs. As they are notoriously destructive in trout fisheries it would almost be
worthwhile for the various owners to net the river by regular and concerted action for the elimination
of such unwelcome intruders. It is certain that there is far too many of them in the river, to the
detriment of game fish. But, taking everything into consideration, there is little to complain of on the
Monnow.

1901 — The Field — Pelagius (Rev M.G. Watkins)

In 1875 or 1877 Mr Eagles, a well-known clergyman and angler, is said to have put a few grayling in
the Monnow near Pandy, They do not appear to have greatly prospered, but in 1882 Mr Attwood
Mathews placed 4000 young grayling just free of the vesicle into the Dore river, which flows into the
Monnow near Pontrilas. Five years afterwards plenty of these fish might be caught in the Monnow,
which, from its alternation between deeps and rushing currents, with successive mud and rock and
gravel, seems very congenial to the prosperity of this fish. After 1888 grayling increased abundantly,
and it might be taken in the Honddhu among the black mountains and as far down the course of the
Monnow as Skenfrith. A novel and interesting experiment had successfully been carried out in
acclimatisation.

All fishermen, however, do look with equanimity on the presence of grayling in the Monnow. Some
assert that grayling will undoubtedly injure both the numbers and the condition of the trout. As a
matter of fact, however, trout were falling off seriously in numbers both before and since grayling
were introduced into the Monnow. It seems, then, as if the falling off of the trout were a process
independent of the presence of the much-abused grayling.

1904 — The Field - Ringwood (A.G. Bradley)

The river is not supposed to be as good as it once was, though this is the common, and, perhaps, just
remark, made on every river that | know in the north or west. But the chub and grayling have made
much in the Monnow of late years, and must be vigorous competitors for its food supply, ample
though this is.

1909 — Rivers and Streams of England — A.G. Bradley

For the number and average weight of its fish the Monnow is perhaps the best trouting stream on the
whole Welsh Borderland, which is saying a good deal, though the introduction of grayling has not
been favourable to its maintaining its former high standard.

1933 — Guidebook to Hereford and Wye Valley — Ward Lock & Co

The Monnow is a river of rapid streams, with eddies and pools, the course being mostly over a rocky
bed, hence it is essentially a trout river, but grayling having been turned into it, they are ousting the
trout.



Border R(e)ivers.

Have you ever wondered as you wander along the banks of the Monnow where it used to flow in the
wide flood plain it has carved out of the landscape over the millennia?

Now we can see the history of the river, the ghosts of its past, in unprecedented detail using laser scan
data collected through the Environment Agency’s National LIDAR Programme.

With a vertical accuracy of better than 5
centimetres, the data captured across the whole
of England is capable of unlocking a great
hoard of secrets that are too subtle for the
human eye to discern from ground level.
Although primarily used for flood modelling,
the data (openly available for anyone to access
and use for free) is also used by archaeologists
and others for prospecting sites of interest.

River Dore
Present day

The data will also provide you with a record of
much of the history of a watercourse such as
the Monnow. Of course, the rivers have had
some human help along their way to change
their location, form, and function but the
power of the water itself to change the

landscape is, as everybody knows, the prime 60 metres to the west you can see the ghostly
driving force. impression of an historic course of the river Dore

We can also use the data to explore the macro changes of the river channel as the old ones often leave
in their wake ghostly footprints that are only detectable through the fine-scale elevation measurements
that LIDAR provides.

The border between Wales and England as determined by the old River Monnow?

The ghosts of the physical border between England and Wales are often clearly visible in the data as it
follows the course of the River Monnow. The way the Monnow is cleaving the land, it is almost as if
it is trying to have its final say over long settled human disputes of territorial advantage.

Crispin Hambridge



A History of Travel in the Monnow Valley — River, Road and Rail

Pre 1800 roads were unbelievably bad. Every parish was responsible for their own roads with each
farmer obliged to supply labour for 6 days annually. Most of the roads leading from Monmouth were
very narrow and ran between steep banks. In winter and other times of bad weather traffic did not
even attempt to travel. Because of the dreadful conditions and high cost of transporting goods by road,
the rivers were used wherever possible. It required 240 packhorses to carry the contents of a 30 ton
barge. The Wye had been used for centuries to bring goods up to Monmouth but the Monnow valley
was cut off from easy transport.

In about 1750 a group decided to do something about the appalling lack of transport and
communication in the Monnow valley. In 1751 they set about surveying the river from Corras ford to
Monmouth and preparing a petition to parliament to permit the planned navigation. Several locks
were planned to maintain a suitable height of water. The mill weirs also contributed solutions to this
problem but would have necessitated the barges being hauled up the sluices on their upstream
journey. Ultimately, probably due to a lack of support from the Duke of Beaufort, one of the largest
landowners in the area, the ambitious plans for navigating the Monnow were shelved.

Of course many of the roads in the valley were
ancient but suffered from lack of proper
maintenance. In the 1770’s various Turnpike
acts were passed to amend and alter some of
the local roads and indeed build some new
stretches. For instance part of the
improvements was to build a new bridge at
Skenfrith. Apparently, in the 16™ century,
there used to be a stone bridge over the Mone,
a little above the castel at Skenefrythe. The
new 3 arch bridge was completed in 1825 at a
cost of £1,000 and apparently “shortened the
route from Milford Haven to London by seven
miles”.




Word has it that the stone parapet on one side was removed in the 1940’s and replaced with
removable wooden railings to accommodate 60 foot long RAF transporters.

By the 1830’s plans were being formed to improve communication routes from Monmouth to Hay on
Wye, with the Grosmont Trustees leading the arguments to help open up trade from Bristol up to
North Wales pretty much as had been suggested nearly 100 years previously by the river navigation
supporters. After detailed surveys various new roads were proposed. On the Grosmont side, starting
below Grosmont near the Tresenny, cutting under the castle hill just above the river, past the Lawns
farm, across Cupid’s Hill and on to Monmouth Cap, Llangua and Pontrilas. On the Herefordshire side
the new road was to cross the meadow opposite Skenfrith castle, follow the river closely past Garway
Mill, through Demesne Farm to join the old road at Rampart (now Ramping) House. Two other
possible routes were also considered but were not favoured due to the cost of new bridges that would
have been required at Corras and Duffryn. Below Skenfrith a new road was proposed starting from the
river bridge, passing under the Darren wood to Llanrothal, where it would join the existing road to
Monmouth. The new road along the river would have been 3 miles shorter than the existing very hilly
road from Monmouth through Rockfield and Newcastle to Skenfrith.

The plans came to nought due to financial difficulties of landowners and turnpike trusts.

The first railway in the valley was the Grosmont Railway, a horse drawn tramway from Llanfiangel to
Llangua. However the north/south route through the Monnow valley to connect Monmouth to
Pontrilas (and thereafter to Hay on Wye) was not seriously considered until 1865. Plans were
prepared that showed that the railway crossed the river 5 times and that at each crossing a bridge with
a span of 60 feet and a height of 16-20 feet would be needed. It would also be necessary to dig two
tunnels at Skenfrith, one 475 yards long. Several roads would need to be altered to go over or under
the proposed line. Unsurprisingly, financial problems were probably the reason the railway was never
built. However the Golden Valley Railway was built between 1876 and 1889 from Pontrilas to Hay
via Dorstone. Plans for the Golden Valley Company to complete the approximately 12 mile long
Monmouth Extension were eventually passed but the line was never built due not only to the fact that
the Dore railway had never been financially viable but also because “the need for a link from
Monmouth to Pontrilas had always been exaggerated”. The Golden Valley Railway was sold to the
Great Western Railway who reopened it in 1901 after a brief closure for repairs. The line was finally
closed to passengers in 1941 and for goods traffic from Hay to Dorstone in 1950, Dorstone to
Abbeydore in 1953 and finally the last section to Pontrilas in 1957.

Much of the Dore still carries the scars of the railway. How lucky the Monnow was to escape!

Adapted from The River Running By by Joan Fleming-Yates



2022-2023 Accounts

ACCOUNTS
for the year: 1 July 2022 - 30 June 2023

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

INCOME

Subscriptions

Sponsorship

Owner Donations
"Unrestricted" Grants/Donations

Fundraising
Social 2023
Auction 2023

Total Fundraising

TOTAL INCOME

LESS: EXPENSES

Admin

Marketing & Comms

Event Costs (inc Social)

Materials & Equip't

Membership & Licenses (insurance)
Website

Bank Charges

Independent Project Works
Going Native (to date £191,532)

Net surplus for the year

BALANCE SHEET
at 30 June 2023

Current assets
Bank deposit
accounts

Bank current
accounts

Net current assets

Represented by:
General Fund
At 1st July
Surplus for year
At 30 June

2022/23
£ £
605
250
3,000 3)
0
4,810.00
4,307.65
9,118
12,973
0.00
0.00
2,208.50
0.00
215.00 AT
45.89 Domain
0.00
2,469
8,510
8,510
1,993
2022/23
5
15,658
15,663
13,670
1,993
15,663

We are always glad to receive offers of lots to sell in our spring fund-raising auction. It’s amazing what sells and the funds
raised are really vital in enabling us to continue to keep the catchment free of mink and invasive weeds, so use your

imagination and think of something you (& your friends!) could donate to our cause.

Please get in touch at info@monnow.org

Donations can be made directly to our bank. ~ Monnow Rivers Association  Sort Code: 30-00-03  Account: 02433069

Back issues the Monnow Monitor or Newsletter (2010 to 2022) can be found at www.monnow.org/newsletters/



mailto:info@monnow.org
http://www.monnow.org/newsletters/

