
 

News from the Monnow Catchment – 2025 Season 

 

. . . at my back I always hear Time’s wingèd chariot hurrying near 

Climate, Pollution, Predation - the three horsemen - all of them have combined to have a good go at wiping 

out our trout population this year. 

The early part of the season (March, April & May) was brilliant with catches actually greater than most 

previous seasons.  March used not to be worth fishing on the Monnow, certainly not with aspirations of 

catching trout on a dry fly. It is rapidly becoming, along with April, one of the more reliable times to fish, 

The summer, especially the “dog days” of July and August, saw the river reduced to its bones - low, clear, 

warm water - perfect conditions for algal growth and of course as everyone knows, the solution to pollution 

is dilution. 

Also perfect conditions for sight-hunting piscivores - almost every time I visited the river I saw at least one 

cormorant and a family of goosanders - often many more. They all have to eat and, since fish are their main diet, 

our trout population is hardly going to benefit from their presence! 

Some good news on this front though: I did see a heron attacking a group of goosanders this year and I learned 

recently that an otter will occasionally take out a cormorant. I suspect not enough to help much. 

Next season will be interesting!  Our habitat is still pretty good; our fly life up till now is still the envy of many 

other rivers. Nature has a remarkable ability to weather all manner of ills but I believe that the current 

challenges she‟s facing may just be too much and that if they continue could spell a potentially serious threat for 

our trout. Probably just autumn blues but make the most of the good times whenever you can find them. 

 



The Weed Report 

Rob and I walked the river for a total of 326 hours in June, July, August & September 2025 looking for 

Himalayan balsam on 62 man days, covering the entire catchment 4 times. 

We were pleased with our progress this year, struggling in the last pass to find many plants - although there 

were inevitably a few surprises late on and we had to remind ourselves (again!) that every plant missed could set 

us back next year. 

  
The Last of the Himalayan Balsam? 

 

The Migrant Issue 

There have been no salmon reported, coming up the Monnow from the Wye for two seasons now. 

There are plans afoot, approved and funded, for a new fish pass at Osbaston. It will be sited on the right-

hand bank and, unlike the old one several hundred yards downstream, this new pass will be directly 

associated with the weir. It should therefore have a much greater chance of attracting some of the few fish 

that are currently entering the system. Who knows? The Monnow may yet become the saviour of the Wye!  

 

What’s in a Poo? 

An interesting few hours with Robin Lewis gave him an opportunity to collect some fresh Monnow otter 

spraint, duly potted up and taken home for analysis. The microscope revealed details of their diet.  A large 

proportion was made up of signal crayfish (further confirmation of their widespread invasion) with other 

victims including stone loach, bullhead, perch, gudgeon, stickleback, ruffe, roach, brown trout, minnow and 

chub.  A fascinating number of species, some surprising, from only 3 samples but no grayling, no lamprey 

and no eel were present this time. Early days. 

This analysis opens up a new way of looking at the river and monitoring fish species; also a great way to 

keep an eye on the health of the river, with regular analysis likely to give early warning of any problems. 

Robin is planning to collect regular samples from the river around Kentchurch over the next year(s) and will 

present a full report on his findings in the next Newsletter. 

 



I Shall Not Want 

 

It was in April that I got the call – “hey, I‟ve just seen a New Zealand trout in the river!” 

In the beginning was The Word. 

For the next month or so none of us seriously fished for Him; it somehow didn‟t seem right to reduce 

his status to a mere fish; it was enough to know that He was there.  

The Lord (as we called him) was in his domain and all was well with the world. Besides, what on 

earth would you hope to achieve by trying to tame such a monster? 

 

   

 

In late May I received a photograph of a large fish skull and the question was posed to the wise men: 

“Was He a salmon or a trout?” 

WTT director, Shaun Leonard, as ever looking on the bright side of life, pronounced “a splendid 

brown trout – double row of teeth and a bunch on the head of the vomer” 

Educated, experienced and even emotional estimates combined to suggest a possible original size in 

excess of 10lbs. 

A truly extraordinary creature from a rather special river!

Blessed be the memory of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Ed:  I suspect that it was probably a salmon but there‟s no harm in dreaming! 

 



Crayfish on The Monnow - A Fight Worth Having? 

We know that not long ago the Monnow‟s tributaries were havens for our native White Clawed Crayfish 

(WCC) and particularly so the Escley from where berried females were collected for captive breeding 

programmes and reintroduction projects by the EA and now NRW. Sadly Signal Crayfish (SC) have all but 

ensured their demise from most of their former strongholds. 

Regular readers will know that we found a possible “Ark Site” for WCC and, by the hard work of Oli Brown 

from NRW, we were able to introduce them to it. For the 2nd year his surveys have shown that they are 

continuing to establish themselves well. 

Great news though this is, the very real concern is the ever spreading SC population. Over the last few years, 

evidence of colonisation of the main river has been found (up and down stream of Llangua), prompting 

discussions with a leading expert on possible ways forward. These centred round using innovative traps to 

establish and monitor their spread and possible control projects. We have set up a working group to consider 

what can be done. Trapping of SC is now all but impossible to obtain licenses for (unless for research) and 

we would need to obtain them from the EA and NRW (the joys of a cross border river!) just to make a start 

on establishing their range never mind controlling them. Even if allowed to start, the work would be 

volunteer labour and resource intensive over a long time period. An EA employee, while rescuing fish on 

the Dore, advised that the task was impossible and reported “a crayfish under every rock larger than a 

matchbox” at Peterchurch. 

The science of possible methods of control may one day allow a meaningful project to commence but, for 

now, the feeling amongst us is that we must file this one under “too difficult”, which pains us greatly! We 

will keep this under review. 

 

 
The Remains of a Cray 

 
Where we can all assist, in the meantime, is to report any sightings of SC. They are a great favourite of 

otters, which treat their tails as a delicacy and discard the thorax, head and red claws on the bed of the river 

for all to see. If you come across this (photo) please let us know so we can build a bigger, better picture of 

their range. 

We will also be looking at other possible Ark Sites in the Monnow catchment for our natives - the more 

baskets we have the better!  

Robert Denny 



 

A Landowner’s Perspective of the Impact of Changing Weather Patterns on the River Monnow 

We have farmed our current land for just under thirty years and it is fair to say that we have seen enormous 

change in that period. These profound changes seem to be accelerating and are having a significant impact 

on the land and how we farm. 

Our land borders the river Monnow, just to the north of Llangua Bridge, on the border of England and 

Wales. Over the last twenty years or so we had become accustomed to two major floods a year. One in the 

autumn with the first rains of winter when the land is still dry and heavy rain simply runs straight off into the 

river, and one in the spring when the land is sodden when heavy rain would hit the water table, be incapable 

of penetrating the earth and run off. This has now been superseded by a wet season lasting from October to 

April. Flooding can, and does, occur at any time in that period.  

Readings from the river gauge a few miles downstream at Kentchurch show that on 17 occasions since 2015 

the river has been recorded at over 3m and on five occasions it has been recorded at over 4m. Four of these 

readings over 4m have been since 2020. 

Readings over 3m are split as follows: Oct – 2, Nov – 2, Dec – 4, Jan – 5, Feb – 4 

 

 
Productive Farmland 

 

With the change in the Jetstream, when a weather pattern arrives it seems to stay for a prolonged period. The 

nature of rainfall has also altered. Long gone are the days of „soft‟ rain. Now we get very intense showers 

that can be quite localised. We can be dry for example but two miles away, or up in the headwaters, rainfall 

can be intense. Showers can sometimes mean that one side of our farm is soaked, the other bone dry! 

There are multiple impacts on the land. A flood of 3m will see the river on our land typically reach the top 

of its banks. A flood of 4m will see the river in full flood. For example, last November the gauge recorded 

4.6 metres. This saw the valley flooded at approximately a metre deep from the A465 road to the railway 

embankment. At points this was several hundred meters wide, with literally dozens of mature trees being 

carried down the watercourse. Such floods obviously have a significant impact on the entire river valley, 

removing fences, bridges and trees and changing the course of the river at a stroke.  



Even the river reaching the top of the banks has a significant impact. Trees are washed away, banks 

weakened and the river backs up side streams and drainage ditches. The reason for this is that there has been 

a significant reduction in the depth of the river bed in past years. Erosion from higher up the watercourse has 

seen our stretch of the river have its bed covered by stones and silt. As a result a relatively small rise in the 

level of the river means that the main flow is above entry points of the streams and drainage ditches, which 

then cannot discharge into the main river, meaning that the water backs up the side channels and floods the 

fields that are some distance from the main river – several hundred metres in some cases.  

As the water recedes, the pressure on the open earth banks is released and they collapse into to the water 

causing the river to change course. We are starting to see clear signs that oxbow lakes are going to be 

formed and at one point the river has moved approximately 100 metres across a field in the last decade. 

There is no sign of this abating, in fact it is accelerating. 

A further impact of the flooding is sewage pollution. There is a sewage treatment works at Pandy. The water 

company is allowed to discharge sewage into the river when its overflow tanks are full. I believe that this 

happened six times last year. The rain also washes manure and fertiliser straight off the land and into the 

river. There is inevitably a negative consequence on the ecology of the river system. 

We are doing our best to change our farming practices to work in harmony with the changing weather 

patterns. For over twenty years we have been an organic, pasture fed regenerative farm. As such we protect 

the river banks by not ploughing in close proximity to either the main river or side streams. We farm with a 

relatively light touch and are not over stocked with livestock. A recent NFU survey showed us to have a near 

perfect nutrient balance on the farm. We have fenced the river to keep livestock out of it, but have changed 

to a system of temporary posts with electric wire, as our fully stock proof fencing simply gets washed away 

too often. Still, stock are kept out of the river and drink mains water from tanks. We have to be very careful 

about crop rotation and growing crops in the fields adjacent to the river. The land is very fertile and 

productive, but it is now so prone to flooding that we cannot guarantee that crops will not simply be swept 

away or flooded for a prolonged period. As a result we farm the land a lot less intensively than in the past 

and have the lightest touch possible which inevitably means that it is less profitable than in the past. 

With the help of the EA and The Wye and Usk Foundation we undertook a significant bankside restoration 

project three years ago. All of the banks on our land that are exposed on the outside edge of the flow are 

being eroded, especially if they have no vegetation, which as I mentioned is increasingly the case. On the 

inside bend stones, and to a lesser extent silt, are deposited in ever increasing amounts so the course of the 

river is exacerbated as more water is forced from the inside bend onto the unprotected outside bank. As the 

flood water contains increased volumes of stones it further exacerbates the problem and if the water gets 

behind a tree and forms a back eddy then it acts like a vortex and gouges out the bank in quick order, leading 

to further erosion.  

We are not allowed to alter the water course but we have had success in protecting exposed banks by laying 

cushions of willows and alders so that the worst excesses of the flood water is „bounced‟ off the bank by the 

protective screen of trees, which are laid horizontally with the base of their trunks upstream. I write this in 

trepidation that they continue to hold as the project that I mentioned above protects our farm buildings on 

this part of the farm! We plant willows and alders into small spaces that are opened by the river so that they 

can shore up erosion as much as possible. All of this has been possible with advice from the two agencies 

mentioned above. An easier and speedier system of allowing us to undertake work in accordance with EA 

directives would be useful as there is a relatively short window in which we can fit the work into our annual 

work programme. 

In conclusion, the changing weather patterns are having a profound impact on the river Monnow and its 

surrounding land. The pace of change is accelerating and making farming the land a harder task as the river 

evolves. We can only work with nature and adapt to the challenges, but we have to recognise that reduced 

yield is an inevitable consequence. The land requires a light touch and a lot of effort to make the best of the 

change and not make its impact worse. 

Anthony Ling, The Vroe Farm, Rowlestone. 

 



 

A Report from The Environment Agency on 11 August 2025 

 

“This is the driest start to the year for England since 1976. The week starting 28 July was the driest since 

mid-May. The Environment Agency’s West Midlands Area is currently under drought status. 

 

We’ve been checking the River Dore regularly since mid-May. During low flows, sections of the river 

channel become dry as the water goes subterranean into the underlying gravels. This is probably due to 

historic realignment of the channel. In August 2022 we rescued 235 brown trout from a 1.5km reach at 

Peterchurch but no rescues were required in 2023 or 2024. 

  

This year levels appeared to be holding between 30cm and 26cm on the gauge until a low flow alarm 

triggered at Peterchurch on Sunday 3 August 2025. 

I checked the reach on 4 August. 

A fish rescue took place on Wednesday 06/08/2025 and 149 trout were caught between Hinton bridge and 

the Peterchurch sewage works outfall. Despite having a telemetry alarm set, upon arrival large swaths of 

the bed were dry. Fish had congregated in the remaining pools where they were stunned and netted out. We 

released some at Vowchurch above the weir and some at Chanstone. 

There were lots of 0+ juveniles but also some nice fish up to 35 cm. Also lamprey sp, European eels and 

minors. We did not see any dead trout but there were a few dead Signal crayfish. Otters had been active. 

The rescue was perfectly timed: If there is too much water then parts of the channel become inaccessible 

and there are pools where we can’t catch the fish. It was also apparent that levels were going down rapidly 

as we saw and rescued live bullheads that were on the bed that had dried up only minutes before we got 

there. 

  

We will continue to monitor the situation on the Dore but no further action is planned at this time.” 

 
James Seymour & Laura Bullock.  11 August 2025 

 

 

 
Who Ya Gonna Call? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Accounts 2024-25 
    

        ACCOUNTS  
       for the year: 1 July 2024 - 30 June 2025  

   

    

      

 INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT  
   

    
2024/25 

 

    
 £   £  

  INCOME  

       Subscriptions  

    

425  

  Sponsorship  

    

65  

  Owner Donations  

    

2,100  (3) 

 "Unrestricted" Grants/Donations  

   

0  

 

        Fundraising  

      

   

 Social - 2025  6,230  

  

   

 Auction - 2025  5,571  

  

       

   

 total fundraising  

 

11,801  

 

       

 
 Total "unrestricted income"  

 

      14,391  
 

 
 Grants "restricted" to specific projects  

 

                  

-  

 

   
 TOTAL INCOME  

 

        14,391  

 

        LESS: EXPENSES  

       Admin  

   

0.00 

   Marketing & Comms  

   

0.00 

   Event Costs (inc Social)  

  

2,559.86 

   Materials & Equip't  

  

 see equipment list  0.00 

   Membership & Licenses (insurance)  

 

0.00 

   Website  

   

47.93 

   Bank Charges  

   

32.84 

  

Independent Project Works 
    

          2,641 

 

9,491  

 Going Native (£209,731 to date)  

          

 

  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

 

12,132 

         Net surplus for the year  

   
2,260  

 

        BALANCE SHEET  
      at 30 June 2024  

      

    
2024/25 

 

    
 £   £  

  Current assets  

      
 Bank deposit accounts  

   

                 

5  

   Bank current accounts  

   

       19,947  

   Net current assets  

    

        19,952  

  

 

      Our spring fund-raising auction is a really important source of funds and, unlike the Social, not subject to weather. We are 

always glad to receive offers of lots to sell.  It‟s amazing what does sell and the funds raised are really vital in enabling us to 

continue to keep the catchment free of mink and invasive weeds, so use your imagination and think of something you (& 

your friends!) could donate to our cause. Please get in touch at info@monnow.org 

Donations can be made directly to our bank.    Monnow Rivers Association    Sort Code: 30-00-03     Account: 02433069 

Suggested annual subscription remains at £15, preferably by Standing Order. 

Back issues the Monnow Monitor or Newsletter (2010 to 2024) can be found at www.monnow.org/newsletters/ 

mailto:info@monnow.org
http://www.monnow.org/newsletters/

